
2023 John McCain Study of the U.S. Institute for Student Leaders on the Rule 
of Law and Public Service 

 
 

The United States Embassy in Armenia is pleased to announce a summer 2023 John McCain Study of the 

U.S. Institute for Student Leaders on the Rule of Law and Public Service.  The five-week program will 

take place at the University of Washington in Seattle beginning in late June 2023. 

 

Study of the U.S. Institutes (SUSIs) for Student Leaders are intensive short-term academic programs whose 

purpose is to provide groups of undergraduate student leaders with a deeper understanding of the United 

States while simultaneously enhancing their leadership skills.  The Institutes consist of a four-week 

academic residency with a balanced series of seminar discussions, readings, group presentations and 

lectures.  Site visits, leadership development, cultural activities, and community service complement the 

coursework and academic sessions.  If conditions allow, the Institutes will include a one-week integrated 

study tour in the United States.  Note that if the program must take place virtually, participants will engage 

in similar activities but online from their home countries. The program will feature students from Armenia, 

Botswana, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Morocco, Peru, Sri 

Lanka, and Zambia.  
 

The John McCain Study of the U.S. Institute on the Rule of Law and Public Service will provide 20 foreign 

undergraduate and recently graduated students from military academies and law enforcement colleges and 

universities with a deeper understanding of U.S. society, culture, values, and institutions by examining the 

ways in which the rule of law supports American democracy.  The SUSI will recognize the leadership of the 

late Senator John McCain and the values and principles he upheld in his lifelong commitment to public 

service.  To that end, the SUSI will aim to develop participants’ leadership skills to prepare them for future 

positions in public service.  Using a multidisciplinary approach, the SUSI will provide participants with an 

overview of the U.S. government including the three branches of U.S. government; the U.S. Constitution; 

and U.S. federalism.  Discussions will explore the rule of law as it relates to the protection of democratic 

institutions and human rights; democratic governance and anti-corruption measures; and citizen security.  

Other topics may include but are not limited to civilian control of the military; healthy civil/military 

relations, international alliances, national security, U.S. foreign policy, and countering authoritarianism.  

Participants will have opportunities to meet with U.S. leaders from diverse backgrounds, particularly those 

serving in the public and voluntary sectors, to offer a balanced view of the rule of law and public service in 

the United States.  Specific program components may include site visits to a military base, juvenile justice 

center and courtroom, tribal court, local police department, Nevada Army National Guard, and UNR’s Army 

Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC).  In addition, participants will engage in community service 

activities such as environmental clean-up efforts and assisting at a veteran support center or youth shelter 

alongside local community members.  Leadership development opportunities will focus on topics such as 

critical decision-making in high pressure situations and community organizing to address social issues.  
 

  

Eligibility: The participants are expected to: 

•        demonstrate English language proficiency (speaking, reading, writing, listening);    

•        have an interest in the topic of the rule of law and public service;    
•        be between 18 and 25 years of age;   
•        be enrolled at a military academy, law enforcement college or university or other national 

defense institution or have recently graduated from one;  
•        be committed to returning to their home country following completion of the program;  
•        demonstrate strong leadership qualities and potential in their university and community 

activities;  
•        indicate a serious interest in learning about the United States;   
•        have sustained high level of academic achievement, as indicated by grades, awards, and 

teacher recommendations;  

  



•        demonstrate commitment to community service and extracurricular university activities;  

 •        have little or no prior study or travel experience in the United States or elsewhere outside of 

their home country;   
•        be mature, responsible, independent, confident, open-minded, tolerant, thoughtful, and 

inquisitive;  
•        be willing and able to fully participate in an intensive academic program, community service, 

and educational travel; and  
•        be comfortable with campus life, prepared to share living accommodations, and able to adjust 

to cultural and social practices different from those of their home country, and  

•      should the program conducted virtually, must have access to a computer and stable internet. 

 

Program Funding: The U.S. Government will cover all institute costs, i.e. international travel and 

allowances; domestic travel and ground transportation; book, cultural, mailing and incidental allowances; 

admissions; housing and subsistence. 

 

Program Requirements and Restrictions: This is an intensive and rigorous academic Institute and 

participants are expected to fully participate in all aspects of the program. Participants must attend all 

lectures, participate in all required organized activities, and complete all assignments.  Due to the intensive 

nature of the program, participants should not expect to fulfill professional or academic obligations, 

including remote work for jobs or internships, classwork, or examinations for their home university, while in 

the United States.  Doing so will count as an unexcused absence from program activities.  Family members 

and/or friends may not accompany or join participants for any part of the program.  
 

 

Virtual Program Contingency: Should health, safety, and travel conditions pose significant challenges to 

the program, the SUSIs will pivot to a virtual format.  The virtual program will consist of a minimum of 36 

hours of required programming and will be a combination of synchronous and asynchronous learning.  To 

the extent possible, the virtual programming will include lectures, small group discussions, videos, readings, 

panels, site visits, assignments, and individual and group activities.  Participants will be required to fully 

participate in the entire virtual program from their location.          
 

 

Applications should be E-MAILED to the U.S. Embassy in Armenia no later than 

 December 5, 2022!  
 

Please mark “Student Leaders Rule of Law” in the subject line of your email. 

 
 

Application form can be downloaded from the U.S. Embassy 

http://www.usa.am/cms/announcements.php. 
 

 

 
 
 

For additional information about the program, please contact the Public Diplomacy Section of the U.S. Embassy in Armenia; e-

mail: amerstudiesyerevan@state.gov.  

http://www.usa.am/cms/announcements.php
mailto:amerstudiesyerevan@state.gov

